DAY 26

OBJECTIVE:
RECONCILIATION

Veu have beard that it was said to those of old, “You
all nff,mxfrden and whoever murders will ,be in
ianger of the ]-udgment.' But I say to you that whoever
is angry with bis brother without a cause shall be
in danger of the judgment. ... First be reconciled to
your brother, and then come and offer your gift.
—MaTtTHEW 5:21-22, 24
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DAY 27

ASKING FORGIVENESS OF
ONE WHO IS OFFENDED

Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace
and the things by which one may edify anotber.
—Romans 14:19

[Read the section in chapter 14 titled ‘Asking Forgiveness of One Who ,
Is Offended.”]

OMANS 14:19 sHOWS US HOW TO APPROACH A PERSON WE HAVE

ffended. If we go with an attitude of frustration, we will not pro-

mote peace. We will only make it difficult for the one who is hurt. We

should pursue peace through humility at the expense of our pride. Itis
the only way to see true reconciliation.

On certain occasions 1 have approached people I have hurt or who
were angry with me, and they have lashed out at me. 1 have been told
1 was selfish, inconsiderate, proud, rude, harsh, and more.

My natural response has been to say, “No, I'm not. You just don't
understand me!” But when I defend myself, it only fuels their fire of
offense. This is not pursuing peace. Standing up for ourselves and

“our rights” will never bring true peace.

Instead 1 have learned to listen and keep my mouth
have said what they need to say. 1f I don't agree, Ile
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tions. Then I tell them 1 am sorry I have hurt them.
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DAY 28

\)PROACHING SOMEONE
{HO HAS OFFENDED YOU

Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and
tell him ?.h.\,aiw between you and him alone. If
he hears you, you have gained your brother.
—MaTTHEW 18:15

[Read the section in chapter 14 titled “Approaching Someone Who Has
&?_%m You.”]

7>>z< PEOPLE APPLY MATTHEW 18:15 IN A DIFFERENT SPIRIT
than the one Jesus intended. 1f hurt, they confront the offender
n a spirit of revenge and anger, using the verse to justify their con-
demnation of the one who has hurt them. But they have misunder-
stood the reason Jesus instructed us to go to one another. It is not for
«ndemnation but for reconciliation. Jesus does not want us to tell our
brother how rotten he has been to us. We are to repair the breach that
prevents the restoration of our relationship.
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before we even acknowledged our offense.
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THE BAIT OF SATAN DEVOTIONAL STUDY GUIDE
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DAY 29

THE BOTTOM LINE

Ifit is %Qa&\a as much as &QX:& on
you, live peaceably with all men.
—Romans 12:18

[Read the section in chapter 14 titled “The Bottom Line.”]
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AN DEVOTIONAL STUDY GUIDE

peacemaker are you? Below are some qualities c\%maam:
f1ve a peac ‘
Put yourself on the line with an x.

Peacemakers are.

Loving Quick to listen
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DAy 29

WRITE A PRAYER...
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DAy 30

TAKING ACTION

Therefore, to bim who knows to do good
and does not do i, to him it is sin.
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[Read the epilogue, " Taking Action. i

ow 15 THE TIME TO ACT! Ask THE LORD To REMIND Yoy OF
Z flenses you have hidden, forgotten, or denied. Ask the Holy
to walk you through your past, bringing to mind the people with

om vou have an offense

When you know that your heart has been cleansed
flenses and 1s strong and settled, stand
firm and resist Satan's bait in the future,

ol p

be ready to pray and ask forgiveness. Prepare to go to them in
humility to ask forgiveness and to be reconciled. Use the prayer in the
pilogue as a guideline for vour prayer.

As you prepare to pray, jot down your responses to the \.Q\\Q,SSN
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DAy 30

The next step 1 need to take personally in oﬂw%q to rgsist offense with,
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When you know that your heart has been cleansed of past offenses
and is strong and settled, stand firm and resist Satan’s bait in the
future. Read about the whole armor of God in Ephesians 6:10-18. You
will be an overcomer and will defeat the enemy!

WRITE A PRAYER. ..
Thanking God for the specific protection He gives with each piece of spir-

itual armor He has provided for you.
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